
A walkable, sustainable lifestyle with greatly reduced 
prices, and a raffle today for Rockies playoff tickets

Every morning, Ryan Belinak runs 
three miles on the Cherry Creek Trail...
sometimes north along the office towers 
of downtown; other times south through 
Denver Country Club into Wash Park or 
Cherry Creek proper.  He has the perfect 
pad for launching those sorties--a flat in 
Watermark Luxury Residences, two blocks 
from the trail, and just as close to a growing 
number of clubs and dining spots that line 
Broadway.

“I feel like this is the epicenter,” says 
Belinak...who not only lives in Watermark, 
but will be on hand to sign you up for a 
Rockies post-season ticket raffle and a look 
at five flats priced so low that any one of 
them could have you living here for under 
$300,000...with an additional $12,000 

builder incentive added to the package.  
Watermark has 15 homes that are well 
below original prices, some reduced 30% 
and more.

Belinak will also take you up to 
Watermark’s 7th floor ‘Sky Garden’ with $2 
million infinity pool, for a look west across 
historic Baker district, a preserve of 19th 
century homes with quiet streets for walking 
your dog. “It gives Watermark a permanent, 
reserved surrounding will always protect 
the views,” Belinak said, pointing over the 
trees and rooftops. “You’re living in a green 
building, but you’re surrounded by historic 
character that will become more unique 
with time.”

Part of the ‘green’ sustainability at 
Watermark is the walk-ability...three blocks 
to the Mayan Theater with its art film 
repertoire, to trendy new Sketch Wine Bar 
across the street, to Beatrice & Woodsley 
(“It’s one of my hotspots,” says Belinak), to 
Deluxe and its bar-accompaniment Delight, 
and the Hornet (jazz club atmosphere, but 
with food and service surprisingly good, he 

adds).
Designers will 

find the allure even 
more compelling 
(Denver Design 
Center is a little 
further down 
Broadway). Rocky 
Mountain PBS 
is airing a special 
6 p.m. Oct. 11 
showcasing a 

Young Designers Challenge that was held 
at Watermark. Architecture, meanwhile, is 
by world renowned Curt Fentress, designer 
of the globe’s most advanced airports 
and a host of sustainable projects, who 
wrapped Watermark’s suites and street-level 
brownstones (from $599,900) around the 
historic Chittenden Mansion at 4th and 
Acoma. 

That’s a perfect commuter location, adds 
Laura Levy of Crescent Partners, whether 
you’re headed downtown, to Cherry Creek, 
or the Tech Center. And, says Belinak, when 

you want to be in downtown for fun, cab 
fare from Watermark into LoDo is less than 
what the parking is going to cost you. He’ll 
be on hand to show you the possibilities, 
including those five super low-priced flats, 
just west of Broadway at 4th Avenue.

Mark Samuelson is president of Samuelson 
& Associates, a homebuilding/real estate 
communications firm. You can e-mail him at 
mark@samuelsonassoc.com.

You can see all of Mark Samuelson’s columns 
online at DenverPostHomes.com

Watermark’s Ryan Belinak shows off the view that residents have from their seventh-
floor Sky Garden, overlooking historic Baker neighborhood at 4th Avenue just west of 
Broadway.

If You Go...

PRICE: From $270s, brown-
stones from $599,900, pent-
houses from $899,900  
WHEN: Today, 11 a.m.  
until 6 p.m. 
PHONE: 303-777-7037 
WEB: WatermarkDenver.com

WHERE: Five affordable flats showcased in 
Watermark Luxury Residences, along with 
urban brownstones & penthouses; raffle for 
Rockies post-season tix.  410 Acoma St., 
Denver, ½-blk west of Broadway at 4th. 
Take Broadway south from downtown to 
4th, turn right; or Lincoln north from I-25 to 
4th, left.

By Steve Blank
So…you have 

decided to buy 
a home in the 
metropolitan 
Denver area 
and you have a 
pretty good idea 
on how much 
you would like 

to spend. Now…it’s just a matter 
of determining where you’d like 
to live. The variety of options 
available to you is great.

First, determine the type of 
lifestyle you prefer. Your options 
will include:

n Single family homes
n High rise condos
n Town homes
n Patio homes
n Loft living

Next, begin to narrow your 
choices by choosing between 
an urban or suburban lifestyle, 
or even a rural or mountain 

community. At this point, you 
probably have some idea about 
the area(s) of town that appeal 
to you. Some of this process will 
be predicated on your physical 
or directional needs, as well as 
social situations. Some factors to 
consider are:

n Transportation needs (public 
and/or car)

n Commute time to work, 
airport, functions, etc.

n Distance to schools, church, 
health club, etc.

n Access to shopping, 
restaurants, and movies

n Neighborhood parks, bike 
paths, libraries, post office, etc.

Your next consideration could 
be the type of neighborhood you 
prefer: older or new. An older 
(or existing) neighborhood has 
an established track record; it is 
probably more centrally located 
and has mature landscaping 
and charm. Typically, a newer 
neighborhood tends to be more 
suburban with a fresh, clean look 

to it, but with very little mature 
vegetation. 

The school district is a very real 
consideration. Some might prefer 
private to public schools. With 
either, you will need to research 
the schools’ test scores and even 
visit the schools personally.

Check with the local police 
station to determine the area’s 
crime statistics. Look at the type 
of crimes being committed and 
review information going back 
a couple of years to ascertain 
increasing or decreasing trends.

Another very important 
consideration is that of the 
Homeowner Association. Have 
the Covenants been written and 
recorded to protect the interests 
of the homeowners? This would 
include property rights, financial 
issues, and architectural control. 
As a buyer of an existing home, it 
is a good idea to have your Realtor 
procure the last two HOA meeting 

notes to gain knowledge of any 
neighborhood issues including 
any past or future financial 
matters. At the end of the day, if 
the HOA has been attentive to its 
responsibilities, the marketability 
of the neighborhood will be 
enhanced and the individual home 
values will be reflected in the 
neighborhood pride of ownership. 

After you have narrowed your 
focus to 2 or 3 neighborhoods, 
you may want to walk each of 
the areas to get a better feel for 
demographics, any maintenance 
issues and to determine if it is 
quiet or noisy. Be sure to speak 
with area residents along the way 
for first hand reactions. remember, 
when you buy a home, you also 
buy the neighborhood! 

New or old, there are really 
only 2 important factors when 
buying:

n Will the home (and/or 
neighborhood) meet or exceed 
your family’s physical and 

emotional needs, and
n Do you feel that the home, 

together with the location, is a 
good investment for the future?

So, think long term when you 
choose a home, and the loan you 
obtain to finance it. Also, you 
should choose a Realtor who you 
feel will be sensitive to your needs 
and desires and who has the skills 
and experience to represent you 
appropriately. All the short term 
advantages (interest rates, prices, 
negotiating) are now clearly 
reminding us of the buyer’s market 
in which we are living.

So, select your favorite 
neighborhood(s) and find the best 
home for you…it’s the perfect 
time!

Steve Blank, Broker Associate 
with Fuller Sotheby’s International 
Realty, President of The Real Estate 
Libraries. Contact him @ sblank@
relibraries.com.

Selecting the right neighborhood

Hard to believe it’s that time 
again! Fall is here, and you need 
to start getting your home ready 
for the winter months to come. 
To help get you started, here’s a 
checklist of some of the projects 
that you need to consider:

Indoors
Check the fireplace: It’s about 

time to get those logs burning, so 
get the fireplace ready! Clean the 
fireplace chimney or wood stove 
flue using brushes approved for the 
size and type of flue you have. If 
you’re not partial to ladders, roofs 
and soot, this is a good project to 
leave to an experienced chimney 
sweep company. A good chimney 

sweep will also inspect the fireplace 
from top to bottom, and talk to 
you about any repairs that need 
doing. Clean out the firebox, 
making sure you place the ashes in 
a fireproof container with a tight 
lid for proper disposal. If you have 
an airtight wood stove or fireplace 
insert, check the door-seal gasket, 
and clean the glass on the door.

Change your furnace filters: 
Replace your old furnace filter 
with a new one. While you’re at 
it, check the furnace for worn 
belts, lubrication needs or other 
servicing that might be required; 
refer to your owner’s manual for 
specific suggestions, and follow any 

manufacturer safety instructions 
for shutting the power and fuel to 
the furnace before servicing.  

Change smoke detector 
batteries: Replace the batteries 
in each of your smoke detectors 
with a fresh one. When you’re 
done, take a moment to test 
each detector and make sure it’s 
operating correctly.

Install a carbon monoxide 
detector: As houses get closed 
up for winter, the chances of 
carbon monoxide poisoning from 
malfunctioning gas appliances
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Weatherstripping, furnace, foundation among key areas

Top home winterizing tips


